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ICKLETON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17 October 2018 at 19h.30 in the Gordon Woolhouse Meeting 

Room, Ickleton Village Hall. 

Present: Sian Wombwell, (Chairman), Simon Cheney, Lucy Davidson, Liz Gibson, Tim Pavelin, Paul Rose, 

Terry Sadler, Peta Stevens (Clerk), County Councillor Peter Topping and David Lilley.  

189/18 Apologies for absence. Philly Hamilton, Owen McGuire. Other absence: Cllr Peter McDonald.  

190/18 Approval of the 19 September 2018 minutes. These were approved by all, and signed by the 

Chairman. 

191/18 Adjournment for questions from members of the public. David Lilley enquired whether it would 

be possible to have a general tidy-up of the old part of the Cemetery before the onset of winter. The Clerk 

would investigate.      

192/18 Matters Arising:  

094/15 Local Government Transparency Code. The 2017-18 external audit had been completed and the Clerk 

would publish the audited accounts on the web and on the Village notice board.   Action Clerk 

181/15 Uttlesford Draft Local Plan, including proposed North Uttlesford Garden Community This had been 

re-opened for a limited period to allow for comments on changes proposed to Section 19 of the Plan, which 

concerned the proposed cross-boundary West of Braintree Garden Community. This was significant since it 

appeared that Uttlesford intended to rely on similar co-operative arrangements for its other proposed Garden 

communities. The consultation period started on 16 October, running to 27 November. Given the possible 

implications for NUGV, it would be useful to see how Great Chesterford intended to respond. In this 

connection, Councillors were reminded of a message from the Chairman of the Great Chesterford Parish 

Council which asked us to consider raising our 2019 precept bid so that we could contribute towards their very 

substantial legal fees. An increase of around £2,000 was estimated. Alternatively, we could contribute from 

our reserves. It was agreed to hold this item over until the next meeting when the outcome of Great 

Chesterford's meeting with their lawyers would be known. 

193/15. SmithsonHill AgriTech Park. As reported last month, SmithsonHill had submitted an appeal under 

Section 78 against SCDC's refusal of outline planning permission. The consultation period ran until 12 

November. TS would draft a brief response, backing the District Council's view and, as there appeared to be no 

changes, restricting this to a brief iteration of the objections submitted previously. As the proposed 

collaboration between Cambridge University and NIAB was expected to result in a first-class agri-tech 

facility; this might well affect the outcome of the SmithsonHill appeal.       Action:TS 

239/15 Wellcome Genome Campus: regular liaison and expansion plans. TS and LD had attended a liaison 

meeting held on Friday 5th October. Wellcome had informed them of their refurbishment plans to update 

certain areas of accommodation but, as expected, there had been no discussion of Campus expansion 

proposals. However, Wellcome was committed to improve traffic volume on its Campus, aiming to reduce the 

number of home to work car travel by employees and hoped to lower this from 55% to 47%. This outcome 

was dependent on the success of Wellcome's accommodation plans where a recent survey had indicated that 

some 30% of employees were interested in living on-site. TS emphasised the need for Wellcome to take the 

displacement factor into account as their proposed A1301 traffic calming measures would inevitably result in 

drivers seeking an alternative route to the M11, most probably through Ickleton. TS also reported that there 

was no hint of Wellcome making a financial contribution to help Ickleton overcome its traffic problems, nor 

of any willingness on their part to increase pressure on CCC Highways to consider more radical solutions to 

the present and future traffic problems. Councillors were reminded that Wellcome was about to hold its final 

public presentation prior to submitting its planning application and everyone was encouraged to attend this.                 

Action: All 
37/16 Emergency Plan/Risk Assessment Review. The Clerk had previously circulated the present (2013) 

version of this Plan and SC commented that a significant amount of work would be required to get this updated 

and to ensure that the associated Risk Register was fit for purpose. A particular concern was the need for some 

mechanism which could identify vulnerable residents in the Village. It was noted that a lot of the necessary 

information was already in existence in various forms within the Village e.g. the United Charities held 
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information on elderly residents who might need help in an emergency. As a first step, the Clerk would 

ascertain whether we were legally bound to have an Emergency Plan and this issue would be kept on the 

agenda for further discussion at the next meeting.         Action: SC, Clerk 

35/16 Proposal for motorway services off Junction 10 of the M11. Nothing to report although it still appeared 

likely that a planning application would be submitted.  

159/17 Parish Planning Forum held on 12 September 2017. Reply to question raised. TS had requested that 

this question, which concerned the importance that Planning Authorities were prepared to attach to Parish 

Councils' comments, be placed on the agenda for the next Planning Forum.         Action: TS. 

32/18i Defibrillator training. This had taken place in the Village Hall on Saturday 22 September. The item 

would now be removed from the agenda.        Action:Clerk 

38/18 General Data Protection Regulations. LD had contacted the Duxford Parish Clerk who had offered to 

share details with us. SW would also be meeting the Duxford Clerk and, possibly, their website manager who 

had done a very good job on the Duxford website and at a very reasonable price. It was agreed that this 

sounded positive and we should get help to update our website, whether from this source or from other 

possibilities mentioned. This would help to meet our General Data Protection Regulations and, once the 

update was complete, we could then concentrate on outstanding requirements.   Action:SW,LD,OM 

51/18 i State of the pedestrian entrance from Back Lane into the Recreation Field. The Clerk had spoken to CF 

who had agreed to see what could be done before winter to make the Recreation Field path safer. As CF was 

now unwell, SW would arrange for someone else to inspect the area.       Action:SW 

73/18 iii. Poor state of a house on Brookhampton Street. In the absence of Cllr. McDonald this item would 

again be held over to the next meeting.          Action: Cllr. McD. 

73/18 iv. Cricket Club. Proposal to lay an Astroturf pitch. As this would not now be considered until next 

Spring, it was agreed to remove this from the agenda.       Action:Clerk 
112/18. Clerk's resignation on health grounds. SW reported that two individuals had been interviewed and the 

position had been offered to one candidate who had seemed ideal, having considerable relevant experience. The 

candidate had accepted but had now withdrawn. SW had spoken subsequently to CAPALC Officers who had 

agreed to advertise the position free of charge on their website and would send her a pro forma advertisement to 

work from. They could also arrange for a temporary replacement if all else failed. It was agreed to advertise the post 

also on social media and SC would take this forward. In the meantime, SW,TS and the Clerk had spent time going 

through old paperwork in the Parish Council filing cabinets and had thrown away a considerable amount of 

redundant material.TS reported that, if the next Clerk did not live in the Village, consideration would need to be 

given to putting suitable arrangements in place for mail collection.        Action:SW, SC,TS, Clerk 

134/18 Rural Crime. The Chairman said that the position had not improved and what we experienced locally with 

hare coursing was a comparatively insignificant activity within what was a massive, highly organised nation-wide 

crime syndicate. She reported that two local farmers had been to Westminster to alert MPs to the problem and she 

was pleased to note that our local MP was getting engaged. She also reported that Emma Hilton and Chris 

Whitehead from the local Rural Crime Unit were asking to hold an evening surgery in the Village Hall to explain to 

residents the correct way to report suspicious activities. SW would liaise to find a suitable date but the timing was 

such that the event would probably have to be advertised through a leaflet drop.     Action:SW 

137/18 Removal of remaining sign on the corner of Coploe Road and Abbey Street. This had been done and the 

item would be removed from the agenda.        Action:Clerk 

150/18 New Highways Initiative:(Privately Funded Highway Improvement Scheme). A meeting was to be held in 

Babraham. As the Initiative appeared unsuitable for our needs it would be removed from the agenda.  

193/18 Traffic issues  

Items brought forward by the Traffic Sub-Committee. 

1. Local Highways Improvement Scheme 2016-17: (Minute 205/15). 

i. Village Speedwatch Team and ii. Vehicle-activated speed sign. Councillors noted from data circulated 

previously that the Team, and also now the vehicle activated speed sign, continued to record a large number of 

motorists speeding through the Village. It was clear that the remedial measures we had adopted were not 

comprehensively addressing the speeding problem This was exacerbated by the volume of traffic passing 

through the Village, recorded at around 70,000 cars in the last month and with a 3,700 cars per day recorded at  
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the Frogge Street entrance. The data, when compared with figures obtained in the last traffic survey in 2014, 

showed an almost 20% increase in volume. It was agreed that, once we had a full week's data to mirror that 

recorded in 2014, the data should to be shared with Cllr. Topping, who had himself suggested a meeting to 

discuss the efficacy of our speed restriction measures. TS suggested that it could be helpful if David Allott, 

Head of the CCC Transport Assessment Team, with whom he had been in correspondence about traffic 

displacement, was included, as should Project Engineer, Josh Rutherford. It was agreed also that, once this full 

set of data was available, it should be publicised in Icene.       Action:SW,TS, SC, Clerk. 

2. Roundel signs on Brookhampton and Abbey Streets. Cllr. Topping advised that he had had a less than 

positive response to his first attempt to persuade Highways of the urgent need to repaint the roundels in the 

Village. He would chase this up and intended also to take the relevant Highways Officers on a drive round local 

villages to get their opinions on the priorities to be accorded to traffic issues.     Action:SC  

3.Local Highways Improvement Funding 2019/20. Cllr. Topping advised that Josh Rutherford would visit 

Ickleton before the end of November to discuss our bid for speed cushions on Frogge Street. 

4. Flexible plastic blades at Cemetery Corner and on Butchers Hill. It was agreed to remove this item from the 

agenda. 

194/18 Youth Representation. None. 

195/18 Reports from District and County Councillors. Cllr.Topping's report is attached as Appendix A. 

and Cllr. McDonald's as Appendix B.  

196/18 Correspondence received Nothing to report that was not covered elsewhere on the Agenda. 

197/18 Planning information received from SCDC  
1 Planning application  

i. Planning Application: S/3538/18/LB Take down section of unstable flint wall and rebuild using existing 

material. Ickleton Lion, 9 Abbey Street. (Greene King Brewing and retailing). Decision:Support 

and to commend Greene King on their sensitive approach to repairing the wall. Our only concern is whether 

the rest of the wall is stable and we recommend that the repairs extend as far as the Recreation Field wall 

and that the ivy is removed from the rear wall to prevent further damage. 

ii Variation of Condition 1 (Approved Plans) S/3718/18/VC to Planning Application S/3567/16/VC. Abbey 

Barns, Duxford Road. (Mr Jamie Griffith).         Decision:Support 

iii. Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) S/2689/18/VC to Planning Application S/ 3223/17/LB Abbey 

Barns, Duxford Road. (Mr Jamie Griffith).           Decision: Support 

iv. Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) S/3514/18/VC to Planning Application S/ 3222/17/LB Abbey 

Barns, Duxford Road. (Mr Jamie Griffith).           Decision: Support 

v.Notification of Tree Works: Tree Preservation Order or Conservation Area. 

i. S/3691/18/TC 10, Brookhampton Street (Ms P Fletcher) Reduce crown of sycamore tree by one third (Tree 

now too big for the garden and creating excessive shading). 

ii. S/3814/18/TC 21, Church Street (S Fawcett).i. Remove lower limb from a 20 ft sycamore tree which is 

entangled in a telephone line. ii remove 2 lower limbs from a chestnut tree to lift the crown to let in more light.  

No comments were made..  

198/18 Reports from Councillors 

PR was concerned about an overgrown leylandi and a new concrete post that had been installed on the narrow 

strip of land beyond the Frogge Street exit to the Village. TS confirmed that CCC Highways owned this land. It 

was agreed that SW would speak to the builder of the new house adjacent to this land to ascertain who had 

installed the post and for what purpose.                                                                   

Action:SW 

LG had received an apology from IWM concerning the inadequate parking provided for the last air show. The 

organisers had agreed to investigate the possibility of providing a bus service to ferry local residents to the 

Duxford site. This could lead to a significant reduction in local traffic.                                                                                  

199/18 Finance 
i. Payments made to: T Pavelin (Emptying Litter Bins) £80; Came & Co. (increased insurance premium for cover 

on new play equipment); £51.73; Ickleton Village Hall (hire of meeting room) £63; Mrs A Sellwood (defibrillator 

training course) £85; British Legion (remembrance day wreath and donation),£100, PKF Littlejohn (external audit) 
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£240; HMRC PAYE) £193.86; P Stevens (3 months pay and reimbursement of expenses) £962.10. 

 ii. Money received: Amey Vespa (Play Area equipment) £20,000; Lewis Duke on behalf of Cereals 2018) £,1,500 

 iii. Bank Balances as at 17 October 2018.   Community Account  £29,415.66                                                     

      Business Premium Account     £25,899 43 

200/18 Cemetery/ Chapel – Condition to be kept under Review.  

 Cemetery Chapel: internal plaster repairs. TS was in contact with the preferred contractor. Action: TS 

201/18 Recreation Field and Recreation Area.  

 Update: play area refurbishment project. It had been confirmed that the strip of land behind the Play Area 

belonged to the Parish Council and therefore should be included in the tidy-up project. SW was chasing 

contractors who might be willing to undertake this work       Action: SW 

202/18 Churchyard. Nothing to report. 
203/18 Parish Council Representative on the Village Hall Management Committee. A replacement for 

Michael Robinson was required. If a Councillor was free to attend the Annual General Meeting of the Village Hall 

Management Committee they were asked to contact the Clerk. A permanent representative would be appointed 

following discussion at the next meeting of the list of Parish Councillors' responsibilities.  Action:Clerk 

204/18 Parish Council Energy Scheme Opportunity Agreed that no response was necessary. 

205/18 SCDC Parish Planning Forum 30 October. TS would attend (see Minute 192.18 (159.17)). 

206/18 SCDC Service Support Grants and Village Design Statements. It was agreed not to submit an 

application. 

207/18 Draft Cambridgeshire Statement of Community Involvement. It was agreed that no response was 

necessary. 

 208/18 South Cambs Tree Warden Network. In response to the request that Parish Council consider appointing  

a Tree Warden, SW agreed to undertake this role and would complete the survey.      

Action: SW 
209/18 First World War Commemorations: Ickleton Society report. TS circulated a copy of the book on 

Ickleton residents and WW1 that the Ickleton Society had produced. All agreed this was a tremendous achievement 

and the authors should be congratulated. TS outlined four points on which the Ickleton Society was seeking support 

from the Parish Council. These were as follows: 

i. Whether we would be willing to contribute £250 towards the production costs of the book in the event that the 

Wellcome Trust felt unable to make a further donation. Agreed unanimously. 

 ii. The Ickleton Society would be holding an exhibition on 10 November about the Great War and Ickleton and its 

residents. Ten Perspex "Tommies" awarded to the Society by the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust would be 

on display and the event would include poetry and prose readings from various Ickleton societies. SW agreed to 

participate on behalf of the Parish Council.          Action: SW 

 iii. The Society wished to plant five roses of the "Peace" variety to commemorate the 100 years since the end of 

WW1 on the Village Green. Approved unanimously. 

 iv. The horse chestnut tree on the Green had been planted to celebrate the end of WW1 and the Society requested 

the Parish Council to fund and source two plaques, one for the tree and the other for the roses. Agreed unanimously 

210/18 CAPALC Outreach Training Courses. No interest was expressed in attending. 

211/18 Adjournment for questions from members of the public. None 

212/18 Date and time of next meeting: Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 21st November at 19h.30.   
        

 The meeting closed at 22h25. 



County Councillor report to Ickleton Parish Council    Peter Topping 
October 2018 

 
Roads, roundels, LHI bid 
I have chased up the LHI bid team, and the maintenance team, the first is to do with the LHI 
bid, and they will be setting up a meeting with you to take place before end of the month. 
Contact is Ben, and his details have been emailed to Terry. The initial assessment is that 
what you want to do – around raised features – is entirely feasible. There is good lighting, 
and there is good visibility for considerable stretches, though putting this in may impact on 
street parking availability. 
 
Having spoken to Josh Rutherford about the volumes of cars coming through the village, I 
suggest that the site meeting is taken as an opportunity to explore what further physical 
deterrence can be put in place to dissuade rat-running. The data that is being collected will 
strengthen the arguments for such measures, but the challenge will be the limitations of the 
infrastructure and the costs.  
 
On the roundels repainting I have had a less satisfactory answer, and I will chase them for a 
done by date – it is in their programme but they are not saying when. I will be coming 
through the village with the highways manager, Dennis Vacher, in early November, and if 
we can co-ordinate timings it would be helpful to have a member of the parish council there 
too. Dennis’ role is overseeing what already exists and ensuring it is in good order.  
 
Policing 
The police have offered dates in November for a meeting with parish councils in the area to 
set out what they are doing re rural crime and hare-coursing. I noted the group of local 
farmers who went down to London yesterday to raise the issue with MPs. 
 
Railways 
The emerging outcomes/recommendations from the Greater Cambridge Partnership work 
shaping a rural travel hub at Whittlesford will be due by next month.  
 
Route of the Oxford to Cambridge rail line 
The government will be outlining the possible routes to be consulted on next month, with 
consultation running through till early in the new year (it was going to be Christmas, but the 
timetable has slipped). It is very likely there will be a northern route, which the pressure 
group CBBR favours, running past Cambourne, and a southern route, joining the mainline 
near Shepreth. The southern route is easier and less expensive but would come in across 
the undeveloped south of the county. The northern route would follow the existing corridor 
of the A428 but the price tag would be a lot more houses over and above the ones in the 
Local Plan. 
 
 
Local Plan 
As you know the Local Plan has finally been adopted and that the new administration at 
South Cambs now supports it. It delivers 22,000 jobs and 19,500 homes across the district. 
The Local Plan has sought to protect the Green Belt wherever possible and develop brown 



field sites.  There will be a mini-review of the Local Plan in 2019-20 and so it may well be 
that land put forward back in 2011 during the last call for sites is put forward again. 
However, the Local Plan has allocated space for over 40,000 houses, which is more than the 
need estimated by the government. This means that there should not be the need for more 
land. The only risk is if house building slows and the council falls below its five-year land 
supply – then we could see further speculative developments being put forward. 
 
The large-scale developments that will take place within the District are as follows: 

 A new town north of Waterbeach – approximately 8,000-9,000 homes 
 A new village at Bourn Airfield – approximately 3,500 homes 
 An expansion to Cambourne to the west – planning permission has already been 

granted for 2,350 homes 
 Homes on land north of Cherry Hinton and west of Teversham – 1,200 homes (420 in 

South Cambridgeshire. The remaining homes are in Cambridge City) 
 Around 900 homes in the better served South Cambridgeshire villages 
 Continue to develop Northstowe – around 10,000 homes 

Grant Pot launched to help communities 
Voluntary and community groups are being given the opportunity to make a bid for a share 
of £400,000 of grant funding to the District Council.  The Grant Pot replaces the Community 
Chest Fund with the main changes made by the new Liberal administration at South Cambs 
being that Parish Councils will now not be able to bid. But I hope Ickleton’s community 
groups will bid. 
 
In other news 
I had a briefing about the county council’s plans for young people’s mental health. 
Improvements include reductions in the waiting times for a first referral session, and 
increased support for young people in crisis. I was pleased that Centre 33, a counselling 
service for young people based in Cambridge is helping – I served as a Trustee years ago.  
 
The government has allocated £2.7m to help Cambridgeshire’s health services cope with 
winter demands. The issue around here is that the care home market is not very robust and 
with mot much capacity, so it is also about finding the physical spaces and the staff to look 
after people who can safely be clinically discharged from hospital.   
 
 
 
Peter Topping 
County councillor   07825876582  peterwwtopping@gmail.com 
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